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GOAL

To improve environmental protections and policies in Montana by connecting the voices of business people with key decision makers.

In a state as small as Montana, a few people can make an enormous difference in changing policies in our state.  Blessed with natural beauty and abundant wildlife, Montana today stands at a crossroads. While our economy is increasingly based in amenity resources, governing policies tend to reflect the antiquated view that nature must be exploited.  We believe that Montana must redouble its efforts to protect its goose that is laying its golden egg, and ensure that we will leave our natural heritage intact for future generations.

Here is a sampling of conservation challenges we face in the near future. 

Grizzly Bear Delisting

The federal government has recently proposed removing the Yellowstone grizzly population from the protections of the Endangered Species Act. Delisting would weaken current habitat protections for an animal dependent on vast wildlands, and would allow additional human-caused mortalities.  These steps would leave the grizzly bear vulnerable to future declines and possible extinction.  Ongoing protection of the grizzly bear is needed until they are fully recovered, which would entail allowing expansion of bears into suitable habitat from which they have been extirpated.  

Wildlands

Montana is blessed with some of the most spectacular wildlands in our nation.  The state harbors over 6 million acres of unprotected national forest lands which includes magnificent peaks, rich forests, abundant wildlife and the headwaters of many of the world-famous rivers in the region.  With the recent rollback of protections for these wildlands by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, these lands are vulnerable to road-building, logging, energy and other developments — despite the fact that repeated studies show the greatest economic values are in the preservation of these areas.  Citizens in the state will have a major role in shaping the future of Montana’s wilderness heritage.

Imperiled Ecosystems
Several of Montana’s ecosystems are under serious threat. For example, the Cabinet-Yaak Ecosystem in Northwestern Montana harbors a tiny remnant grizzly bear population, as well as bull trout which have recently been protected under the Endangered Species Act. In addition, the wildlands in the Cabinet-Yaak are crucial migratory corridors for any number of native North American species.  State and federal agencies can and must do more to protect and restore these ecologically rich but imperiled ecosystems through public education about their value, through preventing short term, highly destructive development projects such as the Rock Creek and Montanore Mines, and by providing for migration corridors for wildlife to other ecosystems that will insure their long term viability of wildlife populations.

Global Warming
The winter of 2004-2005 was the warmest and driest on record, while the 2005 hurricane season was the worst ever. The effects of global warming are clearly being felt today at the local – and national - level. Global warming and ongoing drought pose serious threats to both Montana’s natural ecosystems and the state’s overall economic health. Steps can be taken locally and at the state level to encourage fuel efficiency, promote conservation and cleaner sources of energy, and reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases. It is not too late to preserve the cold crisp winters of Montana’s heritage.

Clean Water
Under a recent agreement, the EPA will establish cleanup plans and/or reassess the water quality of over eight hundred lakes, rivers and streams in Montana. Returning Montana’s waters to a truly fishable and swimable condition is the goal.  However, the onus is on the public to hold the agencies accountable and to demand enforcement of clean water laws.  Clean water means world-class recreation, sustainable economic benefits and long-term health values for everyone in the state. 
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